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Keiji Fukuda
CDC 
Epidemiologist
Flu Hunter

Keiji Fukuda
CDC 
Epidemiologist
Flu Hunter

Dr. Margaret
Chan, 
Director of 
Health  in 
Hong Kong

Together battled avian
Influenza in Hong Kong in 
1997
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Then came SARS
Nov 2002 – July2003

•March 12, 2003 WHO –First alert re: atypical pneumonia
•March 15, 2003 WHO First emergency travel advisory
•March 27, 2003  WHO recommends screening departing airline  
travellers from worst affected areas:  Q Have you had contact? Q 
Are you sick?
•April 2, 2003  WHO recommends postponement of all non-essential 
travel to Hong Kong and Guangdong province. 
•April 23, 2003  WHO recommends postponement of non-essential 
travel to Toronto (lifted 6 days later—April 29)
•May 26, WHO changes Toronto status because of new SARS cases 
•July 2, 2003  WHO declares Toronto SARS-free, last WHO advisory 
to be lifted

Time Line for WHO Global 
Advisories During SARS 
Epidemic (selected entries)
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But who was on duty? 
And upon what authority was it acting?

The WHO was in charge--
leading the international
confrontation against the
1st epidemic of the 21st

Century 

The WHO

The WHO is the United Nations specialized 

agency for health.
Estab. 1948
Governed by World Health Assembly 
(representing 192 member states)
The WHA meets every May in Geneva,
Switzerland

International Health Regulations:  
As presented by Judith W Munson at the Great Lakes Border Health Initiative Conference, June 14, 2007.



5

International Health Regulations:  
As presented by Judith W Munson at the Great Lakes Border Health Initiative Conference, June 14, 2007.



6

WHO
The International Health Regulations
--The 1969 Version of the IHRs—
were applicable only to 3 diseases:
cholera, plague, and yellow fever
while SARS was circling the globe in 2003

Gro Harlem Brundtland
Former Director-General

Nominated January 27
Elected May 13, 1998, she
assumed her role on 21 
July 1998 and ended her 
term on 21 July 2003

WHO
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Gro Harlem Brundtland’s
Final Report
(SARS not mentioned)

Approval of new Dir-
General Contract on
Agenda for WHA action
In May 2003
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Dr. Lee Jong-wook, Former 
Director General
World Health Organization

Nominated on January 28, 2003
Elected on May 21, 2003
Died suddenly May 22, 2006
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WHO 56 WHA       A56/25 Add.1
Provisional agenda item 14.16            16 May 2003
Concerned that experiences following the 
emergence and rapid international spread of 
severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) 
have given concrete expression to the 
magnitude of these challenges, the inadequacy 
of the current Regulations, and the urgent need 
for WHO and its international partners to 
undertake specific actions not addressed by the 
Regulations . . . URGES Members States:
… (2) to establish immediately a national 
standing task force or equivalent group and, 
within it, to designate an official or officials 
having operational responsibilities and 
accessible at all times by telephone or 
electronic communication, to ensure the speed, 
particularly during emergencies, of both 
reporting to WHO and consultation with 
national authorities when urgent decisions 
must be made;
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WHO 56 WHA       A56/25 Add.1
Provisional agenda item 14.16            16 May 2003

Cont’d

4. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(1) to take into account reports from sources other than 
official notifications, to validate these reports 
according to established epidemiological principles 
and, when necessary and after informing the 
government concerned, to alert the international 
community to the presence of a public health threat 
that may constitute a serious threat to neighboring 
countries or to international health;

(2)To collaborate with national authorities to assess the 
severity of the threat and the adequacy of control 
measures and, when necessary and after informing 
the government concerned, to conduct on-the-spot 
studies by a WHO team, with the purpose of ensuring 
that appropriate control measures are being 
employed;

WHO
Revision of the International Health Regulations
--The IHR—

Revisions adopted in May, 2005
Two years after adoption they 
come into force (June 15 2007)
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The revision of the The revision of the 
International Health Regulations International Health Regulations 
addresses the following concerns:addresses the following concerns:

•Global health security
•Epidemic alert and response
•Global public health response to natural, 

occurrence, accidental release, or
•Deliberate use of biological and chemical agents 
or radio-nuclear material that affect health, and 
•Assess and report events which constitute a
“Public health emergency of international 

concern”

MOST IMPORTANT PROVISIONS OF 
THE IHR* 

• No longer limited in scope to 3 diseases—now, 
encompasses any event which may constitute a 
“public health emergency of international 
concern”
•Such events must be reported in accordance 
with Annex 2.
•The Director-General determines whether an 
event constitutes a PUBLIC HEALTH 
EMERGENCY OF INTERNATIONAL CONCERN”

Jwm opinion only
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ANNEX 2

Establishes a global public health communication 
network (Article 4)

--a National IHR focal Point  for each State Party to 
be designated

--WHO IHR Contact Points to be identified  

MOST IMPORTANT PROVISIONS OF THE 
IHR (cont’d):
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Establishes an IHR Roster of Experts 
and makes provisions for the selection of experts from the 
Roster for the Emergency Committee 
“according to the fields of expertise and experience most 
relevant to the specific event that is occurring.”

This assists in the highest level of expertise being brought 
to bear upon any threat to the public’s health on a 
moments notice.

MOST IMPORTANT PROVISIONS OF 
THE IHR (cont’d):

CNN rule:  
WHO will maintain confidentiality of 
member state information UNLESS 
“information about the same event 
has already become publicly 
available”—in which case WHO may 
make the information available to 
the public.
(Article 11)

MOST IMPORTANT 
PROVISIONS OF THE IHR 
(cont’d):
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The WHO
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
Director-General: Margaret Chan

Elected November 6 – 9, 2006
Assumed duties: January 4, 2007

We have come full circle, as the
major threat to the public’s health 
on the international platform is an 
avian influenza pandemic

…and the doctor who made the 
decisions that eradicated AI H5N1 in 
1997 is now the Director-General of the
World Health Organization
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